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ip Australian magi
;fé cian, James Galea, won
% = legionsof new fans last
year with his hit show I Hate
Rabbits, an edgy mix of magic
nd stand-up.

Wearing jeans and T-shirt,
with a video camera sc recn-
ing close-up projections of his
ne performed amazing

5 and other mind-

acts — including

ng jasnion

Fajea, 37, doesn’t pretend
tbat whas he doss j& rsal
mag i It's just extreme
akill with cards and Mce and
other things,’” he says.

Now, the magician ls work-
ing thoss skills -
1 20%0T, planiss

into a2 ane-

and comadian
man piay called Lying Cheat--

ing Bastard, about the rise
and fall of & hugely saccessful
Sydney con man

Galea co-wrote the script
with actor Nichelas Hasgmsend
whodlirecte. The |
shig
months ago. €
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realised he was aprofessional
con man,” says Galea

“The things that I was
learning a¥ magic, he would
do for real

“r

was leamning to eal
[ the bottom of the
] s for

but he
1 back and
aces To

Lying Cheating Bastard is

about a super-alick con man,
called Jimmy Garefac

Taken under the wing of a
mentor, he learns to charm
willing folk and part them
from their money.

In telling Jimmy's story,
Gales uses hi= own skills as a
card shark, Ak in I Hate Rab-
bits, close-up projections ramp
up the degree of difficulty

Galea has performed in I
Vegas and If Los A

ved in Los Angeles

equence
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from 3065 10 2007 where he has
an agent and manags=r He will
refurn there after Lying
Cheating Bastard tg pitch an
idea for a pew TV show

Gales and Hammeond also

plan to wrile a 'saresndlsy of

the play and wiil astampt to
make it as a Sim




